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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No. 43 (as of 4 November 2014) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 20 November and 4 December 

2014. The next report will be issued on or around 18 December 2014. 

Highlights 

 Insecurity and conflict are creating 
concerning levels of continued 
and increasing needs. 

 An estimated 6 tons of explosive 
devices in Bangui’s Beal camp 
remain a high risk to the 
population.  

 Communities at risk in Yaloke, 
Berberati, PK5, Bouar, Boda, 
Carnot, Nola and Boganangone 
require urgent humanitarian 
assistance, particularly in 
protection, health and nutrition.  

 According to UNICEF, 432 
children have been killed or 
maimed by violence this year, and 
almost half a million children were 
displaced by violence in the last 
two years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sources: UNDSS, OCHA, CCCM and Health cluster                                                                                                  

 

Situation Overview   
Humanitarian access is still hindered by various constraints, particularly violence against civilians, aid workers and 
their assets, interference in implementing humanitarian activities, and active hostilities. Since January, more than 
1,223 security incidents have been recorded, of which 124 (10 per cent) were direct violence against 
humanitarians. 
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The number and intensity of armed attacks against humanitarian organizations continue to increase, particularly in 
the north-west region. Two humanitarian vehicles were attacked by an armed group, 17 km from Bambari (Ouaka 
Province) on the Grimari road. The attackers stole construction material and logistical supplies. MINUSCA forces in 
the region intervened. Attacks also persist on the Bangui-Bossangoa road (Ombella M’poko and Ouham Provinces 
respectively), particularly at the Bangui-Boali intersection. Another humanitarian vehicle transporting non-food 
items for IDPs at the petit séminaire site in Bossangoa was attacked and supplies were stolen by the assailants in 
PK 70.  
 
On 21 November, an armed group attacked a humanitarian organization’s vehicle on the road to Nana Bakassa 
(Ouham Province) from Paoua. The vehicle was transporting two passengers and monthly salaries. There were no 
casualties, but the assailants took money, computers and other valuable items. The money was later returned to 
the organization after local authorities intervened. This was the second attack on the same humanitarian 
organization within a week.  
 
The stockpile of explosive devices in Bangui remains a high risk to people living around the Beal camp. According 
to UNMAS, an estimated 6 tons of ammunition are stocked at the camp and could damage an area within an 
estimated 400-metre radius. The national assembly, a school, a community hospital and the CAR Prime Minister’s 
office are all located within that radius. An explosion could also have secondary effects within a further 800 metres. 
It would affect a neighbourhood of more than 200 villas that are mostly occupied by visiting Heads of State and 
other dignitaries. 
 
The humanitarian situation continued to deteriorate along the CAR-Cameroon border following armed violence 
between anti-Balaka militia and Cameroonian forces. People were displaced following hostilities in Cantonnier 
village (Nana Mambéré Province) on 19 November. A mission was deployed to assess the humanitarian situation 
in the Beloko Cantonnier region on 28 November. It found that fewer than some 20 people are seeking refuge in 
Beloko School. Local authorities also reported that some 43 Central Africans have voluntarily returned from refugee 
camps in Cameroon to Baboua. The mission highlights that an armed group set up a roadblock on the Abba and 
Beloko road. Frequent security incidents in this region led to the closure of the CAR-Cameroon border on 19 
November. It reopened on 27 November.  
 
Communities at risk in Yaloke, Berberati, PK5, Bouar, Boda, Carnot, Nola and Boganangone require humanitarian 
assistance, particularly in protection, health and nutrition. These communities are confined to specific 
neighbourhoods and cannot move freely due to fear of attacks. They do not have access to basic social services 
including health centres and markets. The majority of children from these communities are not attending school. 
Most of these people continue to reiterate their request to be reunited with their relatives living in other parts of the 
country or in neighbouring countries. 
 
On 20 November, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC) was celebrated in 
CAR by the Government, the humanitarian community, communities and children. According to UNICEF, the CAR 
Government ratified CRC in 1992. CAR’s under age 5 mortality rate is among the world’s highest at 129 per 1,000 
live births and is nearly three times higher than the global rate. Following decades of crisis and underdevelopment, 
nearly one in three children aged between 6 and 11 years in CAR has never attended school, with even greater 
disparity for girls and children living in rural areas. In the last two years of the crisis, close to half a million children 
were displaced by violence. This year, 432 children have been killed or maimed by violence.  
 

Funding 
The CAR Strategic Response Plan (SRP) is 61 per cent funded. Early recovery, education and emergency shelter 
are the least funded sectors. 

A project submitted by Internews (not Intersos as previously reported) to reinstall a community radio station in 
Bambari was approved under the Common Humanitarian Fund reserve window. The project will also ensure the 
construction of a relay station for Bouar’s radio station in Bozoum. The station’s reinstallation will give crisis-
affected communities access to information and life-saving communication. 
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Humanitarian Response  

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

Needs: 

 Coordinate provision of assistance and protection in IDP sites in Bangui. 
 Identify uncovered needs and support site authorities.  
 Facilitate the voluntary return of IDPs leaving sites.  

 
Response:  
 A communication strategy is being developed on the closure of sites and possible durable and alternative 

options for IDPs leaving sites. This work would be implemented by the Government with support from the 
humanitarian community.  

 In the Ouham and Nana-Gribizi Provinces, IDPs living in 26 sites managed through mobile site management 
have been profiled by DRC with support from UNFPA and UNHCR. A total of 44,382 IDPs live in collective 
settlements in these regions. Profiling in the Boya, Bozakon and Bozoro sites in Bouca was postponed due to 
security concerns. 

 The CCCM Cluster Coordinator participated in a joint mission to Zemio to assess the humanitarian situation 
following violence leading to population displacement. Two spontaneous IDP sites were created next to the 
Ugandan Army base and the airport, and close to the Zemio hospital. About 3,000 IDPs sought refuge in these 
sites at the onset of violence. According to humanitarian partners in the region, all of these IDPs have since 
returned to their houses. Immediate humanitarian assistance in sites was jointly provided COOPI, UNHCR, 
UNICEF and MSF.  

 In Bambari, a monitoring system for newly displaced people arriving in site S is being set up by UNHCR, 
humanitarian partners and the local community.  

 
Gaps and constraints: 
 More funding is required to better address the site-management needs countrywide and improve 

communication with IDPs.  
 Lack of access and insecurity impedes CCCM coverage outside Bangui. 

 Protection 

Needs: 

 Increase protection response to people affected in hotspots, particularly in the Kabo, 
Batangafo, Niem, Yelewa, Ngawi, Bogbatoyo, Koui, Nana Bakassa, Boguila, 
Bambari, Bakala, Grimari, Gaoura-Boulai, Baboua, Mbres, and Kaga Bandoro 
regions. 

 Advocacy with armed groups and international forces needs to be strengthened to ensure respect for basic 
human rights and protection of civilians in areas where recent attacks occurred. 

 As children continue to participate in armed groups’ activities, child-protection actors need to strengthen their 
efforts to extract these children, particularly through community-based programmes that also enable the 
socioeconomic reintegration of girls and boys formerly associated with armed groups. 

 Strengthen efforts to protect children from all forms of violence.  

Response: 

 On 25 November in Kaga Bandoro, local protection actors celebrated the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women by organizing a craft and food fair with products from 67 local associations. Cluster 
members participated in a walk against gender-based violence.  

 From 19 to 24 November, a joint UNHCR/OCHA/FAO mission was carried out in Bouca and Bogangolo, 
Ouham and Ombella Mpoko Provinces. The aim was to assess the humanitarian situation of returnees and IDP 
sites. Findings include an increase in attacks against civilians, especially around the Bouca area due to the 
presence of anti-Balaka elements, and an increasing number of returnees. In Kango village, in Bogangolo sub-
province, the mission noted a good example of peaceful cohabitation between communities. This was due to 
social-cohesion efforts carried out in these areas by humanitarian actors. The mission’s recommendations 
include advocacy to strengthen MINUSCA’s patrols in Bouca, particularly in IDP sites where armed groups are 
present. Assessments are required in WASH, education and NFI sectors to identify returnees’ needs.  

 From 20 to 27 November, Mercy Corps carried out a protection-monitoring mission funded by UNHCR in 
Baoro, Baboua, Yaloke and 13 localities, namely: Gaba, Bayanga Bode, Baoro Centre, Kotamakondji, Barde, 
Lokoti Bangui, Gallo Boya, Baboua Centre, Bodoukpa 2, Boboua, Bobandoro 3, Bobandoro 5 and Bobara 2 in 

501,980 
People targeted in 2014. 

2 million 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014  
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the Yaloke area. The mission identified unaccompanied minors in the Baoro-Baboua region and child-
exploitation activities in mining fields, particularly in the Bayanga Bode, Lokoti Bangui and Gallo Boya regions. 
The mission identified 50 returnee refugees living with host families in Gallo Boya. The movement of these 
refugees is restricted due to ethno-religious stigmatization by the population.   

 WVI opened three child-friendly spaces (CFS) in Yaoke. Recreational activities that were temporarily 
suspended due to violence in Zemio are slowly restarting. Four CFS that were set up in Boda with CHF funding 
are fully functional. They are accessed by 1,107 children, including 608 girls. A new CFS in Bambari is being 
accessed by children from various communities. Since January, 68,000 children have accessed recreational 
and psychosocial support countrywide. 

 New cases of unaccompanied and separated children were identified and registered in Bozoum, Yaloke, 
Bangui, Kaga Bandoro and Ndele. In November, 23 children were reunified with their families. Some 1,120 
children have been reunified with their primary caregivers since the crisis began. 

 On International Children’s Rights Day (20 November), some child-protection actors organized awareness-
raising activities to sensitize children and adults on protection issues. Activities were organized in Bouar, Sibut 
and Bambari using communication tools including radio, leaflets and posters. 

 On 21 November, the LRA released a girl from CAR and a boy from South Sudan. They are receiving 
assistance in Obo and will be reunited with their families.  

 Capacity-building activities are being implemented through training to 88 people on grave violations against 
children in Obo, including 41 national authorities and 28 people from civil society and humanitarian agencies.  

Gaps and constraints 

 More support is required from some local authorities, particularly on issues related to protection and the fight 
against impunity. 

 Difficult and deteriorating infrastructure hinders access to communities, particularly to children and women who 
require protection. 

 Violence, insecurity and banditry continue to impede humanitarian access and child-protection activities. Some 
child-protection actors were victims of looting and attacks, or had their activities obstructed, gravely affecting 
child-protection responses.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 Temporary safe learning spaces (ETAPEs) with age-sensitive educational and 
recreational activities and child-protection services for 180,000 people are needed.  

 Emergency recreational, teaching and learning materials for ETAPEs and schools 
are required for 180,000 people.  

 A total of 2,500 teachers need psychosocial training. 
 School-feeding activities, particularly in provinces with a low rate of student returns, are required for 250,000 

people. 

Response: 

 Since January, 37,715 children have benefited from learning-and-protection activities in 174 ETAPEs in 
Bangui, Bimbo, Bossangoa, Boda, Gaga, Grimari and Yaloké. The programmes include French and maths 
classes, recreational activities, life-skills training and psychosocial support.  

 A total of 612 teachers and instructors were trained in psychosocial support to children who experienced 
violence during the conflict.  

 School-feeding programmes are ongoing countrywide, encouraging students and teachers to return to schools. 
Currently, 147,185 students are benefiting from these programmes.  

 Emergency rehabilitation-and-construction activities have been completed in 53 schools, providing learning and 
recreational spaces to more than 17,154 students. These activities are ongoing in 280 schools in 11 provinces 
and Bangui. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Constant population movements and volatile security situations due to ongoing fighting and violence in some 
provinces are challenging the provision of structured education, child-protection activities and the timely 
delivery and distribution of school supplies.  

 More efforts should be made to organize psychosocial trainings for teachers to ensure that children have 
access to adequate trauma care.   

 The back-to-school initiative was launched to support the progressive return of students and teachers to 
school. However, the limited quantity of school supplies, such as slates and chalk, is insufficient to meet the 
urgent needs of all the reopened schools countrywide.     

350,000 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 with emergency 
education out of 400,000.  
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Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 
 
Needs:  

 In Bambari, Ouaka Province, about 2,500 IDPs from Batobadja, Matchita and 
surrounding villages in the Bambari-Bakala region arrived in the S and NDV sites. 
Some IDPs are seeking refuge with host families in the Bambari-Grimari region. An 
ACTED/Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) assessment revealed that these people need NFI and emergency 
shelter assistance. 

 An IRC/RRM assessment revealed that 38 homes were burned in May during violence in Gaigo, Tougoune and 
Mimine villages in Koui, Ouham-Pendé Province.  

 In Zemio and surrounding villages in the Haut Mbomou Province, a previous caseload of about 590 displaced 
families need mosquito nets and jerry cans. 

 
Response:  

 In Bossangoa, Ouham Province, ACTED distributed 1,126 reconstruction kits comprising doors, windows and 
locks though its project to support owner-driven reconstruction of damaged houses in Bossangoa, and on the 
Gbadé, Gbangayanga and Ouham-Bac axis.  

 In November, PU-AMI ensured the construction of 72 collective shelters and the rehabilitation of 63 collective 
shelters in Bangui’s IDP sites, including Mission Carmel, Eglise des frères Castors, Centre de Santé Padre Pio, 
Capucins and Maison Micheline. In addition, 38 communal shelters were built in the St Michel, Cotonaf, Ecole 
sous-préfectorale des filles and Groupement Sarakporo sites in Boda. 

 ACTED/RRM distributed NFI kits to 1,026 displaced families on the Bambari, Ouaka Province airfield. Most of 
these people were displaced from the Danga Gboudou municipality. 

Gaps and constraints 

 More tarpaulins are required to respond to the needs of people affected by persisting insecurity and violence. 
 Cluster members have pre-positioned NFI kits and continue to pre-position more. However, the stock available 

is insufficient to adequately respond to a crisis situation.  
 

 Food Security 

 Needs: 
 
 According to the 2014 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), an 

estimated 1.5 million people require food assistance, including 209,978 in Bangui. 
About 19 per cent of the rural population are in IPC phase 3 (crisis) and 12 per cent in phase 4 (emergency).  

 Due to widespread insecurity, looting and slaughtering, crop production in 2014 is 58 per cent lower than the 
pre-crisis average. Livestock numbers have declined by 77 per cent and fish supplies by 40 per cent compared 
with pre-crisis levels. Immediate agricultural assistance is needed.  

 Food reserves in rural areas are 40 to 50 per cent lower than average. Assistance is required to boost 
production ahead of the lean season in March 2015.  
 

Response: 
 
 Since January, FAO has provided crop-production support to 111,750 farming families and 100 seed-multiplier 

groups by distributing inputs including seeds and tools. 
 As part of an RRM, FAO is pre-positioning vegetable seeds for 30,000 displaced and returnee families. This 

will contribute towards their feeding over a five-month period.  
 An additional 27,000 farming families will be supported through DRC’s resilience programme. This was 

launched in the 3
rd

, 4
th
 and 7

th
 districts of Bangui, targeting 300 farming groups and 100 young people. 

 
Gaps and constraints:  
 
 Assistance to affected people is hindered due to persisting insecurity, particularly in Bambari, leading to threats 

and theft of relief items and agricultural inputs on roads and in warehouses.  
 An additional $11 million is urgently needed to ensure the implementation of activities stipulated in the 2014 

SRP.  
 

703,975 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 with emergency 
shelter and NFIs. 

1.25 million 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 



Central African Republic Situation Report No. 43 | 6 
 

 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

 

Nutrition 

Needs:  

 Some 28,000 children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2014, and 
75,500 children will suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). These numbers 
could rise, given ongoing aggravating factors (displacement, poor food security, 
deteriorated access to clean water and sanitation, increased morbidity and lack of 
health-care services) and the ongoing rainy season/hunger gap. 

 About 16,800 children suffering from SAM are targeted for treatment in 2014.  
 An estimated 159,000 children under age 5 need highly nutritious foods. A consistent and adequately funded 

pipeline is needed to prevent a deterioration of nutritional status during this year 

Response: 

 Since 1 January, 22,523 children have been admitted for SAM treatment in ITPs and OTPs. This represents 80 
per cent of the 28,000 people in need. The case management performance indicators are as follows: recovery: 
83 per cent (≥75 per cent);  death: rate of 3 per cent (<10 per cent). The default rate remains slightly high at 14 
per cent (standard < 15 per cent), especially for areas still affected by insecurity and population displacements. 

 Since January, 44,870 new beneficiaries have been admitted in WFP’s targeted supplementary feeding (TSF) 
programme in 94 nutrition treatment units, comprising 21,913 children suffering from MAM aged between 6 and 
59 months; 15,241 malnourished pregnant and lactating mothers; and 7,716 caregivers of children with SAM. 
In October, 7,036 new admissions were registered, comprising 3,695 children with MAM under age 5, 2,520 
pregnant and lactating women, and 821 caregivers. The overall performance indicators are as follows: 
recovery: 87.8 per cent; the default rate: 6.8 per cent; and the non-response rate: 2.7 per cent. To prevent 
spikes in malnutrition, WFP provided large-scale integrated general food distribution and blanket feeding 
assistance. It distributed Plumpy’Sup to one child under age 5 per household and reached a monthly average 
of 23,803 children. 

 Since January, 6,417 malnourished people living with HIV receiving antiretroviral therapy have been reached 
through the food-by-prescription programme in 25 sites including Bangui, and Ombella M’poko, Ouham Pendé, 
Nana Mambéré and Mambéré Kadei Provinces. The pilot phase for distributing protection rations to 
malnourished people with HIV/AIDS on ART has reached 580 beneficiaries. The programme started in August 
in the Ouham Pendé Province. 

 Coverage was increased with the opening of new in-patient (ITPs) and out-patient (OTPs) therapeutic units. 
There are 194 out of 150 planned OTPs, 31 out of 21 planned ITPs, and 94 out of 80 targeted supplementary 
feeding programmes functioning.  

 
Gaps and constraints:  

 Coverage of community-based management of acute malnutrition services outside of Bangui remains low due 
to security constraints and destroyed health facilities. 

 The integration of acute nutrition management into the national health system needs to be strengthened. 
 There is a gap in the provision of activities to support appropriate infant and young-child feeding. 
 Insufficient number of partners to treat MAM. 

 

 Water, Sanitation, Hygiene  

Needs 

 In Bambari, 11,540 IDPs in site S, 2,164 IDPs in site M and 5,575 IDPs in site NDV 
require WASH support. 

 In Ngakobo, 9,339 IDPs need WASH support. 
 In Grimari, about 400 IDPs and 7,000 returnees require WASH support. 
 In Bossangoa, 35,000 returnees require a water supply and 480 IDPs in the Petit Seminaire site need WASH 

support.  
 Returnees living along the Bouca and Batangafo roads require WASH support. 
 Some 1,361 IDPs and host communities in Kabah need WASH support. 
 

Response 

 In Bambari, 19,279 IDPs received potable water through the water-trucking supply of 120m
3
 per day and 

bucket chlorination around 30 wells provided by TGH and ICRC. TGH is maintaining sanitation facilities, 

361,011 
Vulnerable people 
targeted with nutrition 
services in 2014.  

900,000 
People targeted in 2014  
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ensuring access by 60 to 72 people per latrine and 60 to 90 people per shower. Community hygiene promoters 
are providing hygiene-promotion services.  

 In Grimari, 30m
3
 of potable water was distributed through trucking to about 7,000 people. TGH is maintaining 

sanitation facilities in IDP sites, ensuring that fewer than 20 people have access to each facility. 
 In Ngakobo, 9,339 IDPs have access to potable water from the SUCAF water system. About 77 people have 

access to one latrine and 170 people per shower. Community hygienists were trained at the site and within the 
community at risk. 

 In Bossangoa, UNICEF is supporting SODECA to ensure the supply of potable water to 35,000 returnees and 
480 IDPs.  

 Along the Bouca-Batangafo road, seven hand pumps were repaired and six boreholes rehabilitated by ANEA, 
with UNICEF’s support, ensuring access to potable water for 8,302 returnees. Hygiene sensitization was 
provided to 3,942 of these returnees. 

 About 1,361 IDPs and host communities in Kabah have received soap and NFI assistance. 
 In Kaga Bandoro, UNICEF has pre-positioned WASH contingency stocks sufficient to respond to the needs of 

5,000 people. 
 On the Ouandago-Farazala and Dekoa-Somboke roads, IRC signed a memorandum of understanding with 14 

returnee communities. Water committees and community hygienists were reactivated within these 
communities. 

 
Gaps and constraints 
 Some critical areas are without WASH partners. 
 Operational response coordination needs to be strengthened in key areas hosting communities at risk in 

respect of the “Do No Harm” approach. 
 A clear integrated strategy for humanitarian assistance to returnees in Bangui is required. 
 Semi-permanent WASH infrastructures are required in most IDP sites hosting people for an extensive period. 
 More funding and implementing partners are required to maintain WASH infrastructures in IDP sites hosting 

people for long periods. 

General Coordination 
An upsurge of intercommunity violence in Zémio (Haut Mbomou Province) took place on 17 November, leading to 
the displacement of over 3,000 people. A joint mission comprising CAR Humanitarian Country Team members, a 
representative of the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and MINUSCA visited Zémio on 22 November to assess the 
humanitarian situation.  
 
Mr. Kouassi Lazare Etien, interim Humanitarian Coordinator, visited several spontaneous IDP sites in the region 
and met local authorities. After his visit, he said: “We call upon all parties involved to support social cohesion and 
peaceful cohabitation among communities through economic revitalization, infrastructure rehabilitation, and 
grassroots events to promote reconciliation.”  
 
The CAR Senior Humanitarian Coordinator led a joint mission to Dekoa and the Nana Gribizi Province from 27 to 
30 November. In Dekoa, the mission noticed relative improvements in the security situation indicated by fewer 
IDPs. The health centre and market have reopened. In Kaga Bandoro, the mission visited the provincial hospital 
and spontaneous IDP sites. Residents highlighted the following priority needs: improved security, food assistance, 
shelter, education and NFIs. Most IDPs are willing to return to their homes when the security situation permits. 
 
An ACTED/RRM assessment was carried out on 24 November in the villages of Béma, Ngombé, Nguida, 
Tangbando, Kazongo, Nzambo and SangoSango (Mbomou Province) following heavy rain and floods in the area, 
which affected about 240 households. These seasonal floods are frequent in this region due to the close proximity 
of houses to the Oubangui river. This led to people being displaced, and many of them moving to a school in 
Béma. The main preliminary findings highlight an increase in needs related to shelter/NFI, WASH, Food Security, 
Education and Health.  

For further information, please contact: 

Francois Goemans, Head of Office, goemans@un.org, Tel: +236 70 73 87 30 

Laura Fultang, Public Information/Reports Officer, fultangl@un.org, Tel: +236 70 18 80 64 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/car or reliefweb.int 

mailto:fultangl@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

